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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application as amended is respectfully, requested. 

Claims 1 mi 7 have been amended anid claim 3 has been cancelled. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 were rejected under 35 U;S.C, 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mao, U.S. Patent 6,041,895. Claim 1 has been amended to recite Aat the 
one of the fii^ and second latching elements has a hook contour extending along a 
segment of a circumference of the twistshifter near the handlebar and the other of the first 
and second latching elements forms a cutout extending through one of the housing 
element and actuating element, the cutout having a complementary shape to the hook 
contour. Support for the amendment is found in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4. Mao disdoses a brake 
device iiicluding a grip tube 14 having an arresting block 23 that is received in an arcuate 
guide slot 14 of the locating member 10. The arresting block 14 of Mao does not have a 
hook contour and the guide slot 14 does not extend through the locating member 10. 
Accordingly, Mao feils to disclose a shifter having first and second latching elements 
wherdn one of the first and second latching elements has a hook contour extending along 
a segment of a circumjference of die twistshifter near the handlebar and the other of the 
first and second latching elements forms a cutout having a complementary shape to the 
hook contour and extending through one of the housing element and the actuating 
element as claimed in claim 1. For this reason, this rejection of claim 1 should be 
withdrawn. 

Clahns 2, 4 and 5 were rejected as claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 1O205). Since 
daims 2, 4 and 5 depend directiy or indirectly fi:oni and contaiiii all the limitations of 
claims 2, 4 and 5 as amended, ttxey are felt to overcome the obviousness rejection in the 
same naatmer as amended claim L 

Claims 1-3 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being antidpated by 
Hanatani, U.S. Pat^t 6,595,894. Claim 1 has been amended to redte that the housmg 
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element is mounted about and nonxotatably &ced to;the bandlebar. Haiiiataiu discloses a 
housing elemoit SO mounted about the handlebar 12. However, the housing element 50 
i$ not nonrotatably fixed to the handlebar 12; rather it rotates about the handlebar 12. 
Accordingly, Hanalani fails to disclose a loddng device that seciffes a nonrotatably fibted 
housing element with a rotating actuating elemeat as claimed in the present invoitipn. 
For this reason, this rejection of claim 1 should be withdrawn. . 

Claims 2 and 3 were rejected as claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 102(3). Since 
claims 2 and 3 depead directly or indirectly from and contain all the limitations of claims 
2 and 3 as amended, fhey are felt to overcome the obviousness rejection in the same 
manner as amended claim 1. 

Claims 3 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mao in view of Wessel, U.S. Patent 6,615,688. The examiner states 
that it would have been obvious to a peirson of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the locking device to Mao with the hook engaging device 
as taugjit by Wessel in order to provide a more securing shifter so that the mechanism 
would last longer. Applicant respectively traverses this rejection. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite that one of the first and second 
latching elements has a hook contour extending, along a segment of a drcumference of 
the twistshifter near the handlebar and the other of the first and second latching elements • 
jfonns a cutout having a complementary sh^o to the hook contour. As stated by* 
Examiner, Mao fails to disclose latching elements having a hook arrangem^ In Mao, 
the housing element 10 and the rotating acmating element 20 are secured together by the 
cap member 30. Thus there is no need to modify the arresting block 23 and the guide slot 
14 of Mao to have a hooking auangement taught by Wessel because the housing element 
10 and the actuating element 20 are already secured together by the cap member 30. 
Therefore, there is no suggestion or teaching to modify Mao to include the hooking 
engagement device taught by Wessel to secure the housing element to the rotating 
d^ent For this reason, the rqection of claims 3 and 6 should be withdrawn. 
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This ameodmeat is beHeved to be fbUy responsive to &e coxxments and 
suggestions' of the Bxanuner and to place Hiis ai^lication in condition for allowance. 
Favorable action is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGBLASqHKE 

Lisa J. Wunderlich, AttomQr 
Registcalion No. 40,307 
SRAM Coipoiation 
1333 N. Kingsbury, 4fli Floor 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(312) 664-8800 exL 1393 
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